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The Personnel Office will hold a get-
acquainted welcome and orientation for 
all new COT staff members on Tuesday,' 
September 13, in the Campus Center 
Multipurpose Room. All COT members 
are invited to attend the informal meeting 
that will be held from 12 noon to 1 p.m. 
Lemonade will be served, but participants 
are asked to bring their own lunch or pur-
chase one from the CC Snack Bar. Any 
additional information may be obtained 
by calling Ev Capel at extension 298 or 
Bonnie Davis at extension 215. 
• 
The September issue of Grand Rapids 
lvagazine, published by the Grand 
Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce , will 
carry an article on the new programs to 
be offered by the F.E. Seidman Graduate 
College of Business and Administration, 
and the new business-oriented programs 
to be offered by College IV. 
• 
On Friday, Sept. 2, The Commons 
Snack Bar will be closed. The upstairs 
will be open for coffee and lunch. All 
food lines will be closed to the public on 
Labor Day, September 5. Tuesday 
through Friday, (September 6-9), the a la 
carte line in The Commons will be closed. 
Major construction is being done in the 
kitchen area. The Commons Snack Bar, 
however, will be open and a salad bar will 
be added for that week. The Campus 
Center will reopen on Monday, Septem-
ber 12. Food service schedules for the 
fall will be available at that time. For 
further information call Mary Malouf at 
extension 365. 
WGVC Breaks 
Silence Barrier 
WGVC-TV, Channel 35, is breaking 
the silence barrier for West Michigan 
residents with hearing problems. Begin-
ning September 6, the public television 
station will air special, captioned editions 
of the ABC Evening News weeknights at 
11:30 p.m. 
The captioned broadcasts, originating 
from public television station WGBH, 
Boston, use the sound and picture of the 
regular ABC Evening News, co-anchored 
by Harry Reasoner and Barbara Walters. 
Printed captions, visible to all, are added 
to communicate the sound portion of the 
broadcast for viewers who are hearing-
impaired. WGBH tapes the ABC Evening 
News each evening at 6 p.m. through a · 
special arrangement with the American 
Broadcasting Company. A team of cap-
tion writers at the Boston station elec-
tronically adds the captions in time to 
present the full broadcast each night. 
Use of the ABC news program on pub-
lic television station WGVC is made pos-
sible through cooperation with the ABC 
affiliates in West Michigan. 
The Forum will not be late next week. 
Instead it will be going on vacation for . 
two weeks. The Forum will begin its . 
second year of publication, Clarice 
Geels, editor, on Monday, September 
19. All materials should be addressed 
to the editor, Public Relations and 
Communications office, Manitou Hall. 
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Guillermo Fierens, internationally acclaimed classic guitarist, will join the PAC staff for the entire academic year, 1977-78. 
Fierens Returns for Full Acadelllic Year 
Guillermo Fierens who, for one term 
each of the last ' four years, has been a 
familiar figure on the Grand Valley cam-
pus and the concert platforms of West 
Michigan, will be even more conspicuous 
in the new academic year. 
In other years, Fierens taught one 
term each year. But this year he will be 
teaching all three terms-fall, winter and 
spring. 
There will be brief periods, however, 
when he will be missing from the Grand 
Valley scene-when he will be filling con-
cert dates around the United States. Last 
spring he wound up his North American 
stay with concerts at three universities in 
Texas, while he was en route home to 
Argentina to visit his mother. 
Fierens is Argentinian by birth and re-
ceived his early training on the classic 
guitar in his home town of Lomas de 
Zamora. Later he graduated from the 
Conservatory Manuel de Falla-named for 
one of the greatest of latterday Spanish 
composers-in Buenos Aires. 
By now, most of the GVSC commun-
ity must know that Guillermo Fierens is 
one of Andres Segovia's most highly 
esteemed pupils-highly esteemed not 
only by Segovia, the greatest guitar virtu-
oso of our time, but also by critics on 
three continents, Europe, South America 
and North America. 
In his periodic ten-week visits to 
Grand Valley, Fierens not only has taught 
Galbraith to Moderate 
"Age of Uncertainty" 
Economics, parent effectiveness train-
ing, public school desegregation, marriage 
and crime, justice and punishment will be 
discussed in five newspaper and television 
courses to be offered this fall . 
Noted economist John Kenneth Gal-
braith will moderate "The Age of Uncert-
ainty," a television course looking at 
economics and how it relates to history, 
politics and the social climate of the U-
nited States. WGVC-TV, Channel 35, will 
air the one-hour program on Mondays at 
8 p.m. and again on Wednesday at 10:30 
a.m. 
Students taking the course, which is 
offered by College IV, have three choices. 
They can watch the programs at home, 
do the course work at their convenience 
and take tests offered each week with the 
broadcast; they may choose to watch the 
programs at home and attend Saturday 
morning discussion sessions; or they may 
watch the telecasts with other class mem-
bers in the classroom at Grand Valley on 
Wednesday mornings with an hour of 
discussion following. 
Techniques for reducing parent/child 
conflicts will be presented in a 13-part 
series, "Parent Effectiveness," to be used 
in a course offered by the anthropology/ 
sociology department of the college of 
Arts and Sciences. Students should plan 
to watch each of the half-hour broadcasts 
beginning on October 2, with broadcasts 
on Sundays at 6 p.m., Thursdays at 7 
p.m. and Saturdays at 11 a.m. In addit-
ion, required class sessions will be held 
every other Thursday evening from 6 to 
10 p.m. beginning October 6. 
The Graduate School of Education 
will offer "Theories of Conflict and 
Change in Urban Education ," a course us-
ing the television series "As We See It" to 
(Continued on page 2) 
both beginning and advance classes in 
classic guitar but has given numerous re-
citals under the Grand Valley banner, 
both in the Louis Armstrong Theatre and 
St. Cecilia Auditorium in Grand Rapids. 
In the last academic year he also 
appeared as soloist with the Grand Rapids 
Symphony Orchestra in the George W. 
Welsh Civic Auditorium and gave a bene-
fit recital for Butterworth Hospital in the . 
auditorium in its new East Building. 
While on campus, Fierens regularly has 
appeared on WGVC 's "Elliott's World" 
and · has taped three half-hour special tele-
vision programs, two of which already 
have been accepted by the Public Tele-
vision Service. At the most recent meet-
ing of the Central Educational Network's 
screening committee, Fierens' half-hour 
show taped in WGVC's studios last spring 
was one of two musical programs pro-
duced by WGVC that were accepted for 
airing on CEN. The other was a ~ries of 
five half-lwur programs by the DeVos 
String Quartet. Both the Fierens and 
DeVos programs were produced and 
directed by Jim Gaver. 
This summer, Fierens has been en-
gaged chiefly in performing in Europe, 
from Italy to England. Wherever and 
whenever he has performed, his recitals 
and concerts have been praised by the 
critics for Fierens' virtuosity and sensi-
tivity. Already one of the world's pre-
eminent guitarists, Fierens is destined, in 
the opinion of his master, Segovia, to 
become one of the internationally ac-
claimed artists on the guitar. 
While at Grand Valley in the 1977-78 
academic year, Fierens will conduct 
classes in playing the classic guitar and 
will teach the history and theory of the 
instrument and its art in a class limited to 
serious students of the guitar. 
He also will perform on campus and 
will fulfill a series of concerts engage-
ments off-campus, arrangements for 
which have not yet been completed. His 
schedule is expected to be flexible 
enough to permit him to fill concert en-
gagements without interfering with his 
teaching assignments. 
~~~~ and There ~ 
It is not only the way we write the 
language but the way we sometimes speak 
it that must create complete confusion in 
the minds of those trying to learn it. As 
for what effect bad writing and mispro-
nounced words may have on the impres-
sionable young, we have only to read 
what they write and listen to what they 
say to realize that they are as prone to 
adopt bad language habits as they are 
good ones. 
'These comments are prompted espe-
cially by the way television personalities, 
some of them highly respected and there-
fore readily accepted models for the 
young, shun pronouncing guides. 
As an example, there is the way that 
virtually all of them have been pronounc-
ing "comptroller"-a word much heard 
recently in connection with the U. S. 
comptroller general's investigation into 
the banking operations of Bert Lance, 
director of the Office of Budget and 
Management. With but one exception, 
every TV announcer, anchorman and 
reporter I have heard use this word has 
pronounced it "comp-troller." No dic-
tionary, the Oxford English Dictionary 
not excepted, condones this pronuncia-
tion. "Comptroller" is a variant of "con-
troller" and is pronounced exactly the 
same way. Sad to relate, even some of 
the comptrollers mispronounce their title. 
We could, of course, avoid such errors by 
regularizing the spelling of the title. 
Some businesses and governmental units 
use "controller." Why don't all of them? 
Is it because some of them think there is 
a subtle distinction between "comptrol-
ler" and "controller," or because they 
think the first sounds more professional-
and therefore is less comprehensible to 
the general public-and should carry a 
higher salary? 
Even more reprehensible than the 
manhandling (personhandling?) of 
"comptroller" is the persistent mispro-
unuciation of "data." Much of the time 
it is pronounced with a short first "a." 
Every extant dictionary indicates that the 
first "a" should be long. Persons who 
pronounce it "datta" ought to say 
"raddio," in imitation of the late Al 
Smith. Those who use the short "a" may 
try to justify their aberration on the 
Faculty 
Sketches 
ground that some-but not all-diction-
aries give "data" with the short "a" as a 
secondary pronunciation. What, I won-
der, would happen to the spoken lan-
guage if we always used the secondary 
pronunciation? Would anyone be able to 
understand us? 
As for persons who accent the second 
syllable of "harass," they appear beyond 
redemption. They also, unhappily, are in 
the majority. Pity the kids who growing 
up amid this oral assualt on the language. 
Pity the teachers who must try to correct 
them. 
Channel 35 
Highlights 
Grand Prix Tennis. "U. S. Profes-
sional Tennis Championships." Finals air 
live from Boston, Mass. and feature such 
superstars of the professional tennis cir-
cuit as Jimmy Connors, Bjorn Borg, Raul 
Ramirez and others. August 29, 8 p.m. 
Americana. "A Thirst in The Garden." 
A candid documentary exploring the 
plight of the Mexican-American farm-
workers in the lower Rio Grande Valley 
of the Southwest. August 30, 7 p.m. 
In Performance at Wolf Trap .. 
"Sarah Vaughan & Buddy Rich." Ac-
knowledged by many music fans as "The 
first lady of jazz," Sarah Vaughan joins 
veteran big-band drummer Buddy Rich 
for a memorable musical hour. August 
30, 8 p.m. Repeats September 3, 9 p.m. 
Something Personal. "Yudi" and 
"Older and Bolder." Two documentaries 
examining an inevitable and universal 
experience-aging. August 30, 11 p.m. 
Special. "Key to The Universe." A 
two-hour special report probing the 
mysteries of creation. September 4, 
3p.m. 
Special. "Findings: A Film about 
Reinhold Marxhausen." A cinematic 
portrait of artist Marxhausen, whose deep 
appreciation for art has led him to teach 
communities around the nation how to 
find beauty in their own backyards. Sep-
tember 4, 7 p.m. 
e 
ageof 
Uncertainty 
This unusual art work symbolizes John Kenneth Galbraith's personal view in "The Age 
of Uncertainty" that man is no longer sure, as he once was, that he has the answers to 
pressing economic pro blems. These and other topics will be discussed on a special tele-
vision and newspaper course being offered by Grand Valley this fall . 
"Age of Uncertainty" 
( Continued from page 1) 
explore desegregation in public schools. 
The series, written and researched by high 
school students in 16 cities, gives viewers 
an alternative point of view on the study 
of conflict and change involved in school 
desegregation. Channel 35 will televise 
two half-hour segments each week begin-
ning on September 26. Part A will be air-
ed Mondays at 7 p.m. and again Wednes-
days at 12 noon. The class meets on Mon-
day from 6: 15 to 8 p.m. in Grand Rapids. 
Patrick MacVicar-Whelan, .CAS 
physics department, was guest speaker at 
a joint seminar of the Departments of 
Systems Design Electrical Engineering of 
the University of Waterloo, Ontario, 
Canada. MacVicar-Whelan's topic was 
"Fuzzy Sets and Multivalued Logic with 
Applications to Optical and Linguistic 
Fuzziness." 
Human Services Program 
Offered at TJC & CIV 
The fourth television course, "Living 
Married," offered by Thomas Jefferson 
College and College IV, will explore the 
potential of marriage as well as basic 
marital problems. The course will include 
a weekly discussion session in addition to 
the 12-part telecast. It will be aired Mon-
days at 12 noon and Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
Students taking the course can attend class 
sessions Wednesday at 7 : 30 p.m. in Grand 
Rapids and Holland. 
Howard Stein, CAS biology depart-
ment, was a guest speaker at the National 
Association of Biology Teachers sym-
posium, August 25, at Michigan State 
University. His lecture topic was entitled 
"Biology for Tomorrow's Citizens." 
College IV and Thomas Jefferson 
College have combined forces to offer a 
"human services" program in the College 
IV social sciences major. Bachelor of 
philosophy students at TJC receive social 
sciences emphasis. The program is de-
signed for the full- or part-time profes-
sional in the human services field who 
cannot afford to give up a career to re-
turn to college. 
Joh Openings on Campus 
Director of Conferences. Director 
will work with the college community in 
the planning and presentation of con-
ferences and workshops. A minimum of 
three years experience managing confer-
ences at an institution with an established 
conference program. Salary: $1 7 ,000-
$22,500. Master's degree in business ad-
ministration or continuing education 
administration or bachelor's degree in 
hospitality administration. This is a 
twelve-month administrative appointment 
with 20 days paid vacation and excellent 
staff benefits. Application deadline is 
October 1, 1977. Send applications to 
Geoffrey Smith, assistant to the vice · 
president, Community Education 
Division, Grand Valley State Colleges, 
Allendale, Michigan 49401. 
Clerical, Office and Technical: 
Clerical Assistant. Admissions Office. 
Salary range C. $140-$210 per week. 
Available immediately. 
Grand Valley State Colleges is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
Students enrolling in the · program 
will be given individualized assistance in 
planning their academic programs to in-
clude completion of College IV compet-
ency examinations and courses; social 
science major courses; relevant intern-
ships within the job setting; and elect-
ives. 
The overall goal is to provide stud-
ents with academic and practical know-
ledge. " We need to avoid two dangers--
developing technicians with no breadth 
of learning on the one hand, and on the 
other, transmitting esoteric academic 
material that won't be useful to the 
practitioner," says Ron Efron, TJC tut-
or and one of three program developers. 
Consequently, each student will be ask-
ed to master a broad social sciences maj-
or while earning internship credit for 
learning and using new skills within a 
job setting. Advisers in the program will 
meet frequently with both student and 
work supervisor. 
Christine Falvey of College IV, the 
director of the new program, and Pat 
and Ron Efron of TJC will share admin-
istrative responsibility for this new Col-
lege IV program. 
Weekly articles in the Grand Rapids 
Press will provide the basis for "Crime, 
Justice and Punishment ," offered by the 
School of Public Service. The articles will 
deal with the nature of crime, including 
street, white collar and organized crime; 
attitudes and policies in law enforcement; 
and the history and future of punishment 
and its effectiveness. The articles will be-
gin September 11 with class discussions 
on the articles and related readings to be 
held beginning September 14 at Grand 
Rapids Junior College in Grand Rapids. 
Grand Valley Forum 
The Grand Valley Forum summer edi-
tion is published on Mondays by the 
.Communications and Public Relations 
Office, Michael Millard, editor, and 
Michele Miller, layout. All materials 
should be sent to the editor in the 
Communications Office, Manitou Hall, 
Grand Valley State Colleges, Allen-
dale , Michigan 49401. Telephone: 
895-6611, extensions 221 and 222. 
